- , 
N 
ker 
= ; 2 ; 
. * 4 
4 22 Aden — 4 : 3 
” r 15 
82 : 
OY 2 dt __ 1 
— — — . — 
p TY 8 . 
* * . LIST? 7 A z 
* 2 2 * * . 
4 
# 
4 * 
N * - 
* bs * 4 . , A 
2 
71 = by 6 
#? . 4 » » 
- » 3 PA « 
4 0 2 N - * 4 I a 
I & * - a i 
* wo P 
8 - * of 
+ * * 1 ” ; 
l . 35 Pa . l 
' : * 
* e iS 7 y 33 
a 2 — ; +7 
4 . 5 8. 
7 * 5 ; 6 . 
WW. * 
. # I , 57 
** f * > : 
: a 0 2 8 0 s 
» Tix < 2 
1 ? ; * 7 s #1 > 4 
—— n 2 1 1 4 2 ak. th... n . 
* DOR 2605 — Wr Ne of N 4 
: "= 3 * 4 * „ LY * N 
: 0 . . ; 
4 - * 91 
2 
5 4 
. 5 +] 
= * by N 4 
* 4 1 
f 


fee 


* 


— re 


AMES B 


Fon Shop, M. Dec. 5 XV. 


c 


4 * 
— 
4 7 3 
* 9228 * 3% 4 
— . * "4 
\ \ N 


yn 
2 3 * * 


* 


Pd 


- x; : 
'S * 2 7 * 5 
, F — 2 * * + 
4 » » * 2 42 1 
x 
RES 
£ £7 1 
— a \ N 
E 2 . . ö 
8 I #4 * 4 
via 4 3 4 
% 5 0 1 


4 
EEE 

7 2 x 
2 > toe 


» 


From 


+» 
© 
e 
— 
Ly . 
1 
LY 
N - 
J 
* 
2 wn 
* * 
* * 1. £ 
* 
— 
- 
- * 
1 0 
* 
* 
7 # 
12 
- 
- 
, 
* 
; - 
3 
» 9 2 
* 
* 
* 
U 
* 
* 
8 8 
* * 
| 
” * 
* 
0 © 
* PF * 2 
\ ; 
\ __ _ = — o—_ - 
\ 
. * 


ubject 
for it t. 
mends 1 
umen 
Tu. 
Advant 
the Ch 
was Wr 
Jewtſh, 
ſome of 
tian Fa 
Gentiles 
retain'd 
monial 
which 
to thet! 
Matter: 
the Ob 
to be ce 


4 Rom. XV. To 
Wherefore receive ye one another, as Chris? alſo receiv- 
ed is to the Glory , God, _ 5 


UR preſent unhappy divided State 
(vhich is ſo Publickly known; that 
it were a Folly to attempt to palliate 
or conceal it) juſtifies my Choice of 
the Text I have read, as a proper 
Subject for the Entertainment of this Audience; 
for it teacheth us our preſent Duty, and recom- 
mends it to our Practice, by a very powerful Ar- 

gument. | a 

Tuar we may conſider it with the greater 
Advantage, let us call to Mind the Circumſtances 
the Church at Rome was in, when this Epiſtle 
was written to them : It was made up partly of 
Jeuiſb, ond partly of Gentile ' Chriſtians, that is, 
ſome of them before their Converſion to the Chriſ- 
tian Faith, had been Jews, and ſome had been 
bentiles or Heathens : The Jewiſh Chriſtians ſtill 
retain'd a great Reverence and Zeal for the Cerc- 
monial Law, in which they had been educated ; 
which made them not only nice and ſcrupulous as 
to their own Practiſe, with Reſpect to ſeveral 
Matters; ſuch as the Uſe of ſeveral Meats, - and 
te Obſervation of certain Days; but likewiſe apt 
to be cenſorious, and uncharitable to others, who - 
A 2 1 had 


o 


had not the (ame Scruples, with Reſpe& to theſe 
Matte's : The Gentile Chriſtians, as they had not 
been bred up to the Obſervation of thoſe Cere- 


* monies, ſo neither had they been taught them as 


any part of the Chriſtian Law, by thoſe who con- 
verted them to the Chriſtian Religion; and there- 
fore uſed their Liberty, without thoſe Reſtricti- 
ons, which the Jewiſh Chriſtians laid on them- 


ſelves, not without ſome Contempt of them for 


their Scruples. This appears evidently, from the 


pi ecee ding Chapter and this, to have been the State 


of this Church: | _ 

Tus different Sentiments, and Praiſes 
(conſidering the Corruptions of Men) laid a 
Foundation for Contention and Diviſions among 
them, and were ready to break out into a Flame; 
to prevent which, the Apoſtle, in the t Vo Chap- 


ters already named, gives neceſſary Inſtructions to 


both Parties how to carry to each other; enforces 
them with the ſtrongeſt Argument; adds his 
earneſt Prayer to God for their Peace and Unity; 


and then gives them the Exhortation which we 


have in the Text. M erefore c. 
Tur Method, in which I propoſe to conſider 
the Text, is this, 0 | 
I. 1 will explain this Exhortation. | 
II. I will conſider the Rules or Directions, laid 
down in the Context, as neceſſary to their obey- 
ing it. : CFE 5 ? 
| Ul J will illuſtrate the Argument by which it 
is enforc'd. And in the laſt place; I will make Ap- 
plication of all this to our preſent Circumſtances. 
TAI Exhortation is delivered in theſe Words, 
Tiherefore receive ye one another. By which he re- 
commends to them, Fir, That laying aſide all 
Shyneſs, Coldneſs and Reſervedneſs, they would 
= * — receive 
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„%% ( 
receive one another into their Lore, Eſteem and 
Frieadſhip; and converſe freely, and familiarly to- 
gether, as became the Diſciples of Jefus Chrif? : 
Their different Sentiments had (it would ſeem } 
occaſioned ſome Shyneſs, and Diſtance, ſome ſe- 
cret Heart-burnings, and Alienation of Affections; 
and therefore the Apoſtle exhorts them, that lay- 
ing theſe aſide, they would love one another, and 
live friendly and familiarly together, as Fellow- 
chriſtians, notwithſtanding their different Senti- 
ments and Practices. LE 

TERRE is no Duty more plainly enjoyned in 
all the New Teſtament, than this, That Chriſ- 
tians ſhould live together in the moſt fervent 
Love, and ſincereſt Concord: Our Saviour gives 
it as his New and Dying Commandment to his 
Diſciples, and makes it the Badge by which 
they were to be known to belong to him, John 


xXIii. 34, 35. 4 new Commandment I give unto you 


that ye Love one another, as have Loved you that ye 
alſo Love one another, by this ſhall all men know that 
ye are my Diſciples if ye have Love one to another. 

And in his Prayer for his Diſciples before his 
Death, he makes earneſt Requeſt to his heavenly 

Father for their Unity, which is to be underſtood 
not of the Apoſtles only, but of all Chriſtians, 
Jolin xv1j. 20, 21. Neither pray I for theſe alone, but 
for them alſo which ſhall believe in mt through their 
Word, that they all may be one, as thou Father art in 
me, and I in thee, that they alſo may be one in us, 
that the World may believe that thou haſt ſent me. 
The Apoſtles of our Lord in their Epiſtles to the 
Churches recommend this Duty, in the moſt 
earneſt Manner: This Apoſtle in 1 Cor. i. 10. 
Now T befeech you Brethren by the Name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that 
Ea | | | there 
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ehere be no Diviſſons among you, but that ye le penfecli 


. Joyned together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame 


% Phi, i. 5, 2. Jf there be thvefr 
any Conſolation in Chr ist, if any Comfort Fg 
any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels aud Mercies 3 


Julfil ye my Joy, that ye. be like minde having the 
ſame Love being of one Accord of one Mind : The A- 


poſtle Peter, 1 Ep. i. 22. Seeing ye have purified 
your Souls in obeying the Truth through the Spirit, unto 
unfeigned Love of the Brethren ; ſee that ye love one 


another with a pure Heart fervently. And the Apo- 


ſtle John almoſt throughout his firſt general Epiſ- 
tle, as iii. 11. For this is the Meſſage that ye heard 
from. the Beginning, that we ſhould love one another. 
Again, iv. 7, 8. Beloved let us love one another, for 
Love is of God : And every. one that loveth, is born of 
God, and knoweth God: He that loveth not knoweth not 
God, for God, is Love. And again, v. 1. Every one 
that loveth hum that begat, loveth him alſo that is be- 
gotten of him. Theſe are but a few of the Texts, 
which are to be found in the new Teſtament to 
this Purpoſe, and. certainly none who have ever 


read it, will pretend that Chriſtians are allowed to 


hate, or ſo much as to be cold, and indifferent 
to one another. To this moſt neceſſary Duty, the 
Apoſtle in the Text, exhorts the Chriſtians, to 


. whom he writes. 


Secondly, He exhorts them to it with this View, 
that they might live in Communion together, that 
is, that they might joyn together in the Worſhip 


of God; and in the Ordinances, and: Inſtitutions. 


of the-Chriſtian Religion. That the Ex hortation 
was given with this View, is plain from his Prayer 
in the preceeding Verſe, that je may with one Mind, 


and. one Mouth glorifie God, even the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and then it follows, wherefore- 
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e receive je one another, that is, into your Love and | 
f Wl Friendſhip, that ye may joyn together in glorify- = 

ing God. It does not appear with any Certainty, / | 
e 


e from any thing in this Epiſtle, that they had ſepa- 13 
„ ratcd Communion upon the Account of their Di- F 
d Wl ferences ; if thæy had, tis probable the Apoſtle Yi 
'0 would have told them more roundly of it:: But = q 


ie Wl this was an Event that was to be fear'd from that P 
- WW Shyneſs and Diſtance, that judging and deſpiſing |, 
- W one another which was among them. Theſe things 
'> WW uſually preceed an open Breach of Communion a» 
7. mong Chriſtians, and commonly end in it. To 
or revent their Differences coming to ſo great, and 
dt leet: Height, the Apoſtle gives them 
ot his Exhortation. CE EN : 
ne. Trar it is the Will of Jeſus Chriſt, that ec 
e- his Diſciples ſhould live together in- Chriſtian- 
ts, communion, is plain, from the Ordinances he in 
to has appointed in his Church, which are to be 
er ¶ Diſpenſed, and Celebrated in the Chriſtian Aſ- 
to ſemblies: From the Exhortations given them, not 
nt o forſake the Afembling themſelves together, and to 
Exhort one another. From the Church, or Bod 
of Chriſtians being compared to the Natural Body, 
and particular Chriſtians with their ſeveral diffe- 
rent Gifts and Abilities, being compared to the 
ſeveral Members of the Body, which all have 
their proper Uſefulneſs, defigned for the Advan- 
age of one another, and of the whole Body. i 
ion This compariſon the Apoſtle makes and illuſs_ | 
yer rates, 1 Cor. xit. 12, Cc. And from its being a 
nd, ative and neceſſary Effect of that fervent Love, 
our Fvhich Chriſtians, as I have already proved, onght 
fore Fo have for one another. Can we pretend that 
re- re Love our Fellow-chriſtians as we ought. and 
jet won't joyn with them in the Worſhip- of , 
ad f GOD. 


tk 


EY 


„ 
GOD, nor partake of the Goſpel - inſtitutions 
with them, as we have Opportunity; tho* ng 
Terms of Communion are requited of us, which 
we cannot in Conſcience agree to? Can we pretend 
that we own them as Members of the Body of 
Chriſt, his Church, and yet they ſhall have no 
Benefit of any Gifts and Graces GOD has be. 
ſtowed on us, nor will we receive any Benefit 
by the Gifts GOD has beſtowed on them ? 
This is as Unnatural and Abſurd, as if the Eye 
ſhould ſay to the Hand, 7 have no, need of thee, or 
the Head to the Feet, I have no need of you : as 
the Apoſtle argues 1n the. place laſt Cited. Such 
Love is of the ſame ſort with that the Apoſlle 
James ſpeaks of, ii. 15. Ha Brother or Siſter be naked 
and deſtitute of daily Food, and one of you ſay unto 
them, depart in Peace, be you Warmed, and Filled : 
notwithſtanding ye give them not thoſe things which are 
needful to the Body : What doth it profit It's a ſort 
of Love which the Apoſtle John diſſuades us from, 
1 Epiſ. iii. 18. My little Children let us not Love in 


Word, neither in Tongue, but in Deed and in 


Sa -; -- | 935 3 
AGREEABLE to what I have been proving to 
be the Duty of Chriſtians, was the Practice of 
the firſt Chriſtians, for which they are com 
mended, Acts ii. 42. They continued Sfedjaſily in tle 
Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, and in breaking 9 
Bread, and in Prayer. As thoſe Primitive Chrif 
tians joyned together in the. Inſtitutions of out 
Religion, ought not Chriſtians to. do ſo ſtill? 
ſhould there be any Difference between the Prac- 


tice of Chriſtians now, and their Practice, but 


what is occaſioned by Numbers, and the diſtance 
of Place ? All the Diffegence that this. neceſſarily 
occaſions, is, That wh Chriſtians are grown 
"7s ; 1 5 5 very 
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very Numerous, they cannot ſtatedly meet toge- 


ther for the Worſhip of GO D, but muſt needs, 
ſor their con veniency divide themſelves into ſe- 


veral Worſhipping Aſſemblies or Churches: And 


when the Chriſtian Religion ſpread itſelf into 
diſtanc Places of the World, this made it impoſ- 
ible for-all Chriſtians to joyn together in ſtated 


Communion ; but neither the one nor the other 


hinders, but that they may joyn together in Com- 
munion, ac God in his Providence gives Opportunity. 
Accordingly ſuch, we find, was the Practice of 
the Primitive Chriſtians, when they grew more 
Numerous, and Chriſtianity had ſpread itſelf far- 
ther in the World; when they went from one 
place to another they joyned the Churches they 
met with, in their Travels, thus the Apoſtle Paul, 
after his Converſion, upon his coming to 
len, eſſayed to joyn himſelf to the Church there, 
and upon Barxzabas's Recommendation, was Re- 


ber, and Servant of the Church at Cenchrea having 
ſome Buſineſs that call'd her to Rome, the Apoſtle 


eruſa- 


ceived, Acts ix: 26, 27. and one Phebe a Mem- 


— 


in this Epiſtle Recommends her to that Church, 
that they receive her as becometh Saints, xvi. 1, 2. 


As he does Timothy alſo, to the Church of Corinth, 
1 Cor. xvi. 10. „„ N 
War I have been proving to be a Chriſtian 
duty, muſt be acknowledged to be ſuch, by all 
who will not maintain, that this Practice of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, either is hot recorded to their 
Commendation, or th opgh it is, yet we are not 


ou! 
obliged to Imitate it: That, tho 


as they have Opportunity, and to endeavour every 


ich all Chriſti- 
ans are Members of the ſame Myſtical Body, yet 
they are not obliged to be Uſeful to one another 


one in his Station, the Advantage of the whole, 


B but 
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he Rule 
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| | * 10 J ien 7 
but may confine their Uſefulneſs, to any Number 


of their Fellow chriſtians they ſhall fee fit, and wud 7 
neither allow others to receive any Benefit hy a 8 ſc 
any Gifts and Abilities, GO has beſlo wed ale © © 2 
them, nor ſeek any Benefit themſelves by the Git ME 4 
beſtowed on others, of, ſo much as allow tho va N ; 
others, were they ever ſo willing, to be Uſeful” As 
or Serviceable to them in the Goſpebotdinancez 77 — 


That the Goſpel . inſtitutions were not deſigned 


for the Common Benefit, and Comfort of Chriſti Oe 
ans; or though they were thus defign'd, and aj 2 
particularly the partaking of the Lord's-ſupper was 2 of 
intended to be a Sign that we own ourſelves one i Be; 


Body with all our Felow-chriſtzans throughout 
the World, yet we may refuſe to partake of that 
one Bread with them, or to let them partake of 
it with us, by which nevertheleſs, this our Uni- 


7, he 
aith, re 
s addre 
1 the R 


on with them is ſignity'd; and all this, though 1 14 
no Terms of Communion, which we cannot in BF 
Conſcience agree to, are required of us. And 4h * 
Laſtly, That this is very conſiſtent with that fer- Neing in 
vent Love which Chriſtians enght to have for one d, bel 


another, and by which they are to be known and Ne of t. 
diſtinguiſhed! as the Diſciples of Chriſt. I have N, but 
now finiſhed what I had to offer under the fitſt WM 1 De. 
general Head. 718 65 „„ SAW emſely 
Taz Apoſtle's Exhortation amounts, I think, Nreſeth 
to this ; by all that I have ſaid to you, dear Bre- pan; 
thren, upon this Subject, be perſuaded, norwithitanding Not Dis. 
your different Opinions and Practices, to lay afide al ntimet 
Coldneſs, and Diſtance, and to receive one another in Wc. no 
to your | fincerest Friendſhip and Love, that fo ye ma) he Ar 
with one Mind and one Mouth glorify GOD, and have trons i 
Communion in all the Ordinances of the Goſpel, to your far 2s 
mutual Edification and Comfort. 


. 


Icoux now in the II. place, ro __—_ 
the 


| 1 11 1] 

te Rules or Directions laid down in the Context, 
4 neceſſary to their performing this Duty. It 
auld de thought a hard task, now a-days, to 
zy down Rules ſufficieut to Unite, and Cement, 


gong Chriſtians, who had fuch different Senti» 
ents, and Practices, as thoſe Chriſtians at Rome 
ad; e Apoſtle, by two eaſy and plain 
Zules, which he lays down in the preceeding 
<< Whaprer and this, and enforceth with the ſtrongeſt 
dec Arguments, fully anſwers this end. The firſt of 


tt. Nuem is this, That they ſhould: make no Diſtinc- 


Ind jon, nor judge, or deſpiſe one another, on ac- 


Vas WW ount of their different Sentiments and Practices. 
one Mrhis Rule is laid down, Rom. dich, 3; 111 We 
ut? he delivers it thus, Him that is [Weak in the 
hat aith, receive ye, but not to doubtful N It 
of 5 addreſſed to the Strong, or thoſe that were 
Int. En the Right, becauſe the Weak, or thoſe who 
61 Nrere Miſtaken in their Sentiments, could not be 
in ppoſed to have a Right to Exclude the Strong 
ind Wm their Communion, upon the account of their 
fer, Neing in the Right. The Apoſtle was determin- 
one d, before he ended his Epiltle, to tell, on which 
and Ide of the aeſtions, debated among them, Truth 
ans ay, but that thoſe who were to have an Apoſto- 
ürſt ical Deciſion in their Favour, might not think 
wh xemſelves at Liberty to rejet the Weak, he ad- 
, * Weefſeth this Rule to them, ut not to doubrſul 
1 " Diſputations.. That is, Make no Difference, or do 
* ot Diſcriminate them, on the account of their 
= entiments, as ſome underſtand the Words, or 
— iſe no Strife nor Diſpute about them, as others. 
*. he Apoſtle certainly does not mean that the 
= trong might not calmly Reaſon with the Weal: 
o far as would ſerve the Cauſe of Truth, and 

* o.oo0S . _- ones 


0 Preſerve, of Reſlore Love! and "Communion a- 


s — Les att AE 


Charity ; for what Harm could there be in their 
Charitable Endeavours to increaſe Chriſtian Know. 
ledge in their Brethren ; if they convinced them, 
they were cured of their Weakneſs, and were be- 
come Stronger chriſtians. But what he forbids; is, 
Their making theſe Differences matter of Con- 
tention and Strife. Tis plain, this Rule concer- 
ned the Weak, as well as the Strong, they were 
not to make a Diſtinction, nor ſeparate from their 
| Brethren, on account of their different Sentiments, 
no more than they from them, though for the 
Reaſon already given, it was more proper to ad 
dreſs it to the Strong; for thus the Apoſtle ei- 
larges upon it, ver, 3. Let not him that Eateth, De 
Jpije him that Eateth not; and let not him that Ec 
teth not, Judge him that Eateth; for GOD hat 
received him. Where it is obſervable the Apoſtle 
accommodates his Direction to the different Tem: 
pers of the Strong and Weak ; the Strong, ot 
thoſe that are more Knowing, are apt to Deſpik 
the Weak as Ignorant, Narrow minded, or Si 
perſtitiousMen : And therefore the Apoſtle thus 
Addreſſeth himſelf to them, Let not him that Eatet 
Deſęiſe him that Eateth not. On the other hand 
the Weak are apt to entertain Harſh Thoughts d 
the Strong, and raſhly to Judge them Irreligiou 
or Prophane, and out of the Favour of GOD 
therefore he beſpeaks them thus, Let not hi 
which Eateth not, Judge him that Eateth : And ad 
deth this Reaſon, For GOD hath Received hi 
It's plain, from the whole of the Apoſtle's Reaſa 
ing, that GOD had Received both the one: 
the other into his Family, but he ſays that GO} 
had received the Strong, or Gentile Convert; b 
cauſe the Jrroiſh-Convert was apt to Judge hi 
as not Of ( OD's Family, for his not comply! 

- b rate 


— 


7 7 
1 
£ 


1 
14 * 


Ih What the Jewiſh Chriſtian thought himſelf o⸗ 
Whereas the Gemile Co wert, thougtr 


bliged to. Whereas the Genies 2 0 
he might Deſpiſe the other as Weak and Igno- 


rant, yet was not ſo apt to go to that degree of 


Vncharitableneſs as to Judge him with reſpect to 
the Favour of GOP, bur might think him 2 
Well-meaning Man, and a fincere Chriſtian not- 


withſtanding. _ ” = 

TH x Rule here laid down is the ſame, that is 
elſewhere recommended under the Name of For- 
bearance, and Charity, as Eph. iv. 1, 2. Lthere- 
fore the Priſoner of the Lord, beſeech you, that ye walk 


worthy of the Vocation wherewith ye are called, with all 


Lowlineſs and Meekneſs, with Long-ſuffering, forbear - 


ing one another in Love: Phil. ii. 1. 2. If there be 
therefore any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort "of 
Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels and 
Mercjes, fulfil ye my Joy, that ye be Like-minded, 
having the ſame Love, being of one Accord, of one 


Mind, and Col. iii. 13, 14. forbearing one another 
and fe 


forgiving one another, if any Man have a Quar- 
rel againſt any; even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo 


do ye. And above all theſe things, put on Charity, 


which is the Bond of Perfefneſs. 
Tus Argument by which the Apoſtle enfor- 


eth this Rule, is in the 4th verſe, N ho art rhou that 
Jjudgeſt another M.ms Servant, to his oun Miſter he 
Randeth, or falleth, &c. As if he tad ſaid, date 


any of you take upon you to judge a Servant of 


E Chriſt conduRing himſelf by the Light of his 


Conſcience, and ſincerely endeavouring to approve 
himſelfto hisLord and Maſter whether he will be ac- 
cepted ar no? Who gave you Authority to judge 
him? that is to invade Chriſt's Prerogative; he 
is to ſtand or fall to his own Maſter, tis he alone 
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Bx this Expreſſion, another's Servant, the A- 


* 


poſtie diſtinguiſherh a Chriſtian, who is ſincetely 


endeavouring, to the beſt of his Knowledge, to 
pleaſe, and to be accepted of God, from a Chriſ- 
tian violating the plain Laws of the Goſpel, ac- 


knowledged and receiv'd as ſuch by himſelf ; ſuch 


a Perſon. cannot be ſaid to be ſerving his Maſter, 
when he is wiltully tranſgreſſing his Laws, but the 
other is properiy ſaid to be his Servant, becauſe 


he is doing that which he thinks pleaſing to him, 


and agreeable to his Laws. It is one thing to 
judge ſuch a wilful Offender unworthy of the 
Tokens of Chriſtian Communion, and out of the 
Favour of God, while he continues ſuch ; becauſe 
Hed has already paſs'd that Judgment on him, in 

is Word. And quite another thing thus to judge 
one that is endeavouring to keep a good Conſci- 
ence, and to pleaſe his Fon and Maſter, becauſe 


Gad hath paſs'd no ſuch Judgment upon ſuch 4 


Perfon. The Apoſtle gives the Reaſon why he 
uſeth this Phraſe, in the following verſe, He je 


regardith the Day, regardeth it to the Lord; an 


that regardeth not the Day, to the Lord he doth. not 


regard it, &c. As if he had ſaid, I count you the 


Servants of another Maſter in theſe things, becauſe 
ye are ſincerely. endeavouring, in your different 
Þruhives, to be accepted of God. This the A- 
poſtle lays down as a ſufficient Reaſon why they 
Naa he judge / or deſpiſe one another, but at 


* 
£ 
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upon examining and judging themſelves, 2. 


5% 7 none of us liveth to himſelj; and no Man ditth 


to himſelf, Oc. As if he had ſaid, none of you, 
J hope, do, or omit theſe things, out of Humour, 


"OF 


the fame time he rakes Occaſion from it to put 
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or pee viſhneſs, Or Oppoſition to one another .* 
know none of us ought to live to himſelf, as if 


he were his own Maſter, and none of us dieth to 


himſelf ſo as not to be, accountable for his Acti- 
ons, let us remember, that living and dying we are 
the Lord's; for, for this End he died, roſe and re- 
zived, that he might be our Lord and Lawgiver 
hen living, and our Judge and Rewarder after 
Dotth, But as he improves this Argument to put 
them upon. examining themſelves whether they 
do, or omit theſe - things, with a View to God 
and to Chriſt ; ſo at the ſame time he infers from 
it, that they ought not to deſpiſe, or judge one 
another, v. 10. but why doſt thou judge thy Brother ? 
ur why doſt thou ſet at Nought thy Brother? for we 
ball all ſtand before the Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt. 
hus I have conſidered the firſt Rule laid down 


hriſtians, though ſome of them are weaker, and 
ome ſtronger, ought to receive one another, with- 
ut making, any Diſtinction about thoſe Matters, 
herein they may differ; or making thoſe things 
atter of Diſpute and Contention, and particu- 
arly, the ſtrong, though in the Right, ought to 
al thus with the weak, though in the Wrong, 
runder a Miſtake ; that they ought not to judge, 
r deſpiſe one another for thoſe things in which 
ach Party is un deſigning to approve 
emſelves to God, that to do ſo, is to invade the 
rerogative of God, and of Chriſt, The contra- 
cory Propoſition. which every one muſt main- 


ment upon which it is built, are theſe, that ſin- 

e Chriſtians of whom ſome are ſtronger, ſome 

Aker ought not ro receive one another: That 
SO” they 


% -« 


in the Context, and the Argument enforcing it. 
he whole, I think, amounts to this, that ſincere 


in, who finds Fault with this Rule, and the Ar- 
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they may make a Diſtin&tion upon the Accowy horts 
of. thoſe Matters wherein they may differ, mh the! 
make them Matter of Diſpute and Contention Offer 
Aud particularly, the ſtrong, or thoſe who thin dent 
_ themſelves ſo, may thus deal with the weak, the 5 
- thoſe whom they may think miſtaken, or in a1 Scrup 
Error: That Chriſtians may judge and deſpiſe ¶ this F 
one another, on Account of thoſe things in which may b 
each Party is conſcientiouſly endeavouring to ap it, wl 
prove themſelves to God, though he be our Ma pre fe 
ter, to whom we muſt ſtand, or fall: That th to ten 
is not to invade the Prerogative of GOD, ' andMConſc; 
of Chriſt ; or though ir is, yet it is lawful : Which was ſ⸗ 
Propoſitions, how agreeable they are to the Skis Lit 
rit of the Goſpel, to thoſe Texts of Scripture I think i 
have quoted, and particularly to the Apoſtle'sſthings 
Reaſoning which I have been now conſidering {Chriſti 
and how well calculate to promote Peace andſſÞvantag 
7 Love among Chriſtians in this imperfe& State ¶ ſore w. 
48 every one may judge. 858 \ _  WMWlike Ze 
| Tax 2d Rule laid down by the Apoſtle in the ligion. 
Context, is this, that no Man put a ſtumbling Blat here up 
; or Occafion to fall in his Brothers Way, v. 13. that i felt, bi 
i that no man ſhould do any indifferent thing, le nelles, 
him be ever ſo much perſwaded of its Indifferency,MW And th 
or being in itſelf lawful, which, he knows befor Lives it 
hand, or has Reaſon to believe, will be an Oce: Brethre 
ſion to lead another to do the ſame thing, eithet]M der wil 
againſt his Conſcience, or with a doubting Con on from 
ſcience. The former Rule was chiefly applyed i 4% v. 
the Weak, againſt whoſe uncharitable judging given tc 
their Brethren, the Apoſtle's Argument bears with TAI 
the greateſt Force; this principally relates to the and pro 
Strong: And thus he applies it in the follownngW neſs in 
verſes, He determines on what Side in their Deſ prevent 
bates, Truth lay ; and yet at the ſame wage be very. 


” 


eas 1 5 


out horts them, who had Truth on their Side, as to 


may the Matters in Debate among them, not to give 
tion MOfence to their weak Brethren, by an Impru- 
bink dent Uſe of their Liberty, that is, not to tempt 
the Jeuiſb Chriſtian to do the like, while his 
Scruples remained. The Arguments enforcing 
this Rule are, 1ſt, That however lawful the thing 


it, who but doubts of its Lawflilneſs ; and there- 
Mal fore for any Perſon, ſo much as by his Example, 
this to tempt another to do a thing with a doubting 
aud Conſcience, is to endanger his Soul, which yer 
hich was fo dear in Chriſt's Sight, that he laid down 
Sp Mis Lite to redeem it. - 2dly, That we ſhould not 


re think it much to abridge ourſelves in the Uſe of 
ſtle things that we think lawful, for the Eſſence of the 


ing; Chriſtian Religion, or the great Privileges and Ad- 


and vantages of it, do not conſiſt in them; and there - 


tate fore we ſhould not contend for them with the 
ke Zeal, as we would for the Eſſentials of Re- 


neſles, and even ſuffering the Reproaches of Men: 
And therefore his Diſciples ſhould not ſpend their 
Lives in pleaſing themſelves, bur in pleaſing their 
Brethren to their Edification. The attentive Rea- 
der will eaſily perceive theſe Arguments inſiſted 
on from the 15th v. of the preceeding Chapter, to the 
ath v. of this Chapter. We have the ſame Rule 
given to the Church of Era 1 Cor. 8. 9. Cc. 
T 11s Rule has a plain Tendency to preſerve, 
and promote Peace, and Concord ; ſuch Tender- 


prevent a great many Diſputes, and cannot but 
be very .cndearing, and contribute to the Increaſe 
1 


may be in itſelf, yet it is a Sin for any Perſon to do 


ligion. 3dly, The Example of Chriſt, whoſe Life 
here upon Earth, was ſpent, not in indulging him- 
ſelf, but in humble Condeſcenſion to the Weak- 


neſs in Chriſtians towards one another, would 


— 
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Communion among thoſe Chriſtians. 
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of mutual Love. Every one muſt approve of this 
Rule, who does not maintain, that Chriſtians need 
not, or ought not, to abſtain from things which 


they judge only Lawful, though by the Uſe of 
them, they tempt their weaker Brethren to fin a- 
gainlt their Conſciences; though thereby they 


ſhould” deſtroy the Workmanſhip of God, aud 
one for. whom Chriſt died; which is contrary, 


not to the Chriſtian Religion only, but even to 
common Humanity itſelf. Theſe are rhe Rules, 
which the Apoſtle thought neceſſary, and ſuffici- 
ent for the Reſtoring, and maintaining Love and 


= 


Thirdly, The Argument by which the Exhor- 
tation in the Text is enforced, is the next thing 
to be conſidered, - It is delivered in theſe Words, 


as Chriſt hath alſo received us to the Glory of God. 


That is, Receive one another into Love and Com- 
munion, even as Chriſt hath received you both in- 
to his Church, that ye may joyn together in glo- 
rifying God. The following Verſes preve this to 
be the Senſe of the Words; for thus the Apoſtle 
makes good his Argument; Chriſt hath received 


the Jewiſh Chriſtians into his Family, ſo he was 


the Minifter of the Circumciſion, &c. v. 8. And 
therefore ye Gentile Chriſtians, ought to make no 
Difficultv of receiving them into your Love and 
Communion; and ye Jeuiſb Chriſtians ſnould make 
aslittle Difficulty of receiving the Gentile Chriſtians, 
when ye conſider that their Converſion is propheſi- 
ed of, in ſeveral places of the Old Teſtament, that 


they are to be taken into the Church in the Days 


of the Meſſiah, to bear a Part with you in ren- 
dring Praiſe, and Glory, to God, for ſo great and 
extenſive a Salvation, v. 9, 10, 11, 12, _ 


T n= Argument is plainly taken from the Ex- 


ample, and Authority of Chriſt ; as if the Apoſ- 
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tle hadſaid, Where Chriſt has made no Diſtinction, 


ye ought to make none. He has received you, 


both Jeuiſb and Gentile Chriſtians, into his 
Church, that ye may joyn tagether in glorifying 
g God, and therefore ye ought to live togethet as 
his Domeſticks, and to joyn together in promot- 


ing that End tot. which he has received you into 
8 his Family. He who is our Lord and La wgiver, 
has Power to receive, and to reject ; but will any 


and reject whom he hath received? Will ye ex- 


85 clude out of his Family, or treat as if they did not 
„belong to it, thoſe, who have the ſame Right to 
d all the Privileges of it, that ye yourſelves have? 

Is this to act as his Diſciples, and as thoſe that 
on him as Maſter and Head of his own Family? 


Son over his own Houſe, and! will any of his 
Diſciples pretend to be more faithful, and to 


tence of Zeal for his Glory ? 3 
Tris ſeems to me, to be the Strength of the 
Apoltle's Argument; and all muſt acknowlege 


upon Chriſtians, but that they may make a. Dif- 
tinction, where he has made none; or that Chriſt 
has given them Authority to reject thoſe, whom 
himſelf has received; and then ſuch Authority 
| ſhould be plainly proved. Or that tho? they have 
no ſuch Authority, yet they may treat their Fel- 
low-chriſtians as if they had. Or that Chriſt has 


may come after him and mend, or alter what he 
has done, when they think it more for his Glory. 
And that all this is very conſiſtent, with the Re- 
wy gard they ought to have for their Lord and Maſ- 


not taken Care enough of his Church, but they 


„o his Diſciples pretend to countera& his Orders, 


He was faithful to him that appointed him as a 


mend, or alter what he has done, out of a Pre- 


the Force of it, who will not maintain that the 
Example of Jeſus Chriſt in this, is not obligatory 
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ter. But no Chriſtian, I hope, Will maintain any 
of theſe Propoſitions. 

1 have now finiſhed what I had to offer for the 
Explication of this Text. The Application of all 


this to our preſent Circumſtances, is, I think, very 


eaſie, and I'm ſure, very neceſſary. 
I war ſay of the Epiſtles which the Apoſle 
wrote to the Churches, and particularly of this 
Portion of Scripture, I have been now conſidering, 
what the Apoſtle verſe 4. ſays of the Writings 
of the Old Teſtament ; 18 things were 
written aforetime, were written for our Learning 
Wie will all acknowledge that the Exhortations, 
and Directions given in them to the Churchez 
as far as they are fairly Applicable to our Caſe 
and Circumſtances, are to be regarded by us, as 
much as they ought to have been, by the Chriſti- 
ans to whom they were immediately Directed. 
Ler us ſee then, how far this part of Scripture is 
Applicable to our Circumſtances ; and, 1ſt, What 
hinders but that we ſhould underſtand the Ex- 
hortation in the Text, as teaching us our Duty, 
as well as thoſe to whom it was at firſt Di 
rected? Is it not the Duty of Chriſtians now to 
Love one another, as much as it was in the Pri 
mitive times? Ought not we to wear that Badge 
of our Diſcipleſhip as much as they? Or is Shy: 
neſs and Diſtance, Coldneſs and Indifferency 2. 
mong Chriſtians, not to ſay, Hatred, Strife, and 
Diviſion, more allowable now, than in the times 
of the Apoſtles ? And-if the Duty of Love be 
. Hot of a remporary, but perpetual Obligation, 
_ ought it not to Appear and Evidence jtſelf by 
the ſame Effects? Should we not Evidence tht 
Sincerity and Fervency of it, by joyning toge- 
ther in the PI of GO D, and in all Goſ⸗ 
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pel·ordinances as we have | Opportunity ? as the 


primitive Chriſtians were to Evidence, and did 
Evidence their Love to one another ? Tf'we look 


upon one. another as Members of the ſame Body 
ought we not to have a tender Care one of ano- 
ther, and be ready both to give and receive all the 
Aſſiſtance we can, for our Mutual comfort and 
Edification? what Excuſe can we have that will 


Juſtify our not living in Love and Communion '? 


There are different Sentiments, and Practices a- 


| mong us tis true; but was it not ſo with thoſe 


Chriſtians to whom this Exhortation was given? 


| Nothing is plainer than that Unity of Sentiments, 
| and Uniformity in Prattice, is not neceſſary to the U- 


nion of Chriſtians. If it had been neceſſary, the 
Apoſtle had here a fair Opportunity of telling it; 
but ſo far is he from ſaying any ſuch thing, that 


diverſity in both is Acknowledged, and yet, that 


Diverſity continuing, Unity, and Love, and their 


living together in Communion is preſs'd in the 
moſt earneſt Manner : And in thoſe other Texts 
J have already quoted, variety of Sentiments' is 


ſuppoſed, and therefore Charity and Mutnal-for- 


bearance is made the bond of Union. There is 
one Text from which ſome have argued, as if an 


agreement in all Religious Sentiments were neceſ- 
ſary to Chriſtian Unity, it is 1 Cor. 1. 10, Now 1 
beſeech you Brethren, -by the name- of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there 


be no Diviſions among you, but that ye be perſeftly4oy- 


ned together in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judg- 
nent. But that Unity in all Religious Sentiments 
is not intended by this Exhortation, may be ga- 


thered from other Texts of Scripture which 
recommend Union among Chriſtians upon the 


ſuppoſit ion of diverſity of Sentiments; we may 
9 GI is ſafely 
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ſafely. conctude that the Apoſtle would not at one 
time inſiſt upon an agreement in all Religious 
Sentiments, as neceſſary to the Union of Chriſti. 
ans, and at another time recommend Union upon 
quite another Scheme, as he plainly does in all 
IT Texts where he exhorts to mutual Forbear. 
ance, and molt evidently in my Text and Context; 
he-himfelf; tells us that thoſe Chriſtians had dif- 
ferent Sentiments, and different Practices too, yet 
he recommends it to them to live in Love and 
Communion notwithſtanding, and among the 
Rules he lays down as neceſſary for this end, 
you will not find an agreement of Sentiments, ſo 
much as ſpoken. of; which proveuns deniably, that 
ſuch an agreement is not neceſſary to Chriſtian 
Unity; and that the Apoſtle never imagined it 
was. The meaning of this Exhortation may be 
gathered from the occaſion of his giving it, which 
was, that he was credibly Inform'd there were 
Diviſions among them, and that they had rank'd 
themfelyes under different Leaders, ſome ſaying, 1 
am of Paul, and others, I am of Apollos, and there 
fore, What the Apoſtle had in his view, was to 
Exhort them againſt Diviſions, and this is plainly 
expreſt in the Text itſelf, that there be no Diviſion 
among you, but that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, not 
one of yau ſaying, I am of Paul, and another, I, 
Atollos, and a third, I of Cephas, and a fourth, Ian 
of Chris?, but that ye all ſay, I am & Chriſt, and 
oven him as your common Lord and Head, aud 
that je be perfecily joyned together in the ſame Mind, 
and in the ſame judgment, ſo as to own him, and no 
other. beſides him, as your Maſter and Head, and 
be united in Aſſection towards one another. This 
appears to me to be the true meaning of that Ex- 
hortation ; but what meaning can we put upon it, 

| | | upon 
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pon the other ſuppoſition, but this, 1 Exhort 
ou, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, whether 
e be Weak or Strong, Ignorant or more Know- 


Diligence in ſeeking after Knowlege, whatever 


e among you; yet I Exhort that your Senti- 


* zents be the ſame, your Knowledge equal, that 
the Nie Weak know as much as the Strong, and the 
nd, Wnorant, as the moſt Knowing. Ought ſuch 
10 Senſe to be put upon the Apoſtle's Words, when 
hat Ney are fairly capable of another Meaning very 
ian Iynſiſtent with. all his other Exhortations to Peace, 
i Wd Unity? And ſhould the Apoſtle be repreſen- 


be d as putting the Unity of Chriſtians, upon a Foot, 
ich W which it's morally Impoſſible they ſhould U- 
rere ite in this imperfe@& State? There have been 
d fferent Sentiments, and Practices among Chriſ- 
„ IDs, ſince the beginning of Chriſtianity, and, it is 


be expected from Mens different Capacities, 


eres rom ap: 
to ducation, Application, and Opportunities, that 
inly ere will be to the end of the World. Is it Rea- 
om able to think that the Apoſtle, who was ſo 


ealouſly concerned for the Unity of Chri- 


not 
1s lans, would put it on a Foot which would: 
[ am ake it Impracticable? I have ſaid enough, I 
and ink, to prove, that an Agreement of Senti- 
aud ents, or in Practice, is not neceſſary to the Uni- 
find, of Chriſtians. : of © OA 
1 no Vs may, indeed, aggravate our Differences, and, 
and drawing Conſequences from one anothers O- 
This Naions, and charging them upon one another, 
Ex- Wough we do not ſee, and tho* we abhor ſuch 


nſequences as are charged upon us, - reprefent 
em as very Great and Momentous: And ſo 


might have charged the Jews with a-defign 
| * | — 


1g, however different your Capacities be, or your 


Difference of this kind, or any other, there may 


ht the Chriſtians ia Rome have done; the G 


| 


5 : 

to bring them under that Yoke of Bondage, w 
neither they nor their Fathers were able to bear ry 
and as deſpiſing the Grace of the Goſpel, and wi. | 
ſaying, in effect, that Chriſt profited them nothing the 
And the Fews on the other hand, might hay 
charged the Gentiles, with denying the Authority 
of the Old Teſtament, and that they woll 
break through the Reſtraints of the divine Lay, 
But the Apoſtle ſets their Differences in a juſter 
Light, when he repreſents both Parties as ſincere 
ly endeavouring to be accepted of GOD; s: 
that regardeth a Day, regardeth it to the Lord: Auna t 
he that regardeth not a Day, to the Lord he doth wi 
regard it, &c. And may not the ſame be juſt, h. 
ſaid of our Differences? Are not both Parties en Nhem 
deavouring to keep a good Conſcience, and to Hhan 
accepted of our Lord and Maſter? GOD forbidMrict 
that any of us ſhould think otherwiſe. And ſhoui ur o 
not this Conſideration weigh with us, and mikey 
Embrace one another as Fellow-chriſtians. TU 
Apoſtle, you may obſerve, puts the Differences rove 
mong the Chriſtians to whom he. writes, in thind is 
moſt reconciling View he could with Juſtice, whidMore, 
teacheth ns our Duty, and that it is no Chris 
an Office to aggravate and heighten Differences Wo 0; 
mong Brethren. Let us look upon our Difſereno eber, 
in the View, the Apoſtle has taught us to pla ud in 
them in ; and our Spirits will Cool, and our N 
ſentments fall. „NN 
Bor it may be ſaid, ſhall we joyn with maſh 
in their Errors? that were to partake of otormir 
Men's Sins, and to ſhew too ſmall a Regard { 
Truth. I anſwer, what does the Apoſtle here ne an. 
commend ? Does he not require the G Nccou 
Chriſtians, after he had told them they were 
the Right, to receive the Few Chriſtians, t 
in an Etrot ? If by joyning with Men in their 


| E 3 
rhichors be meant, being obliged to embrace and pro- 
bear eis their Errors ; this is quite out of the Scheme; 


nd u or the Apoſtle allowed neither the one, nor the 
thing MW cher, to make the things wherein they differed, 
hay rerms of Communion for one another. All that 
horiy: required, is that we receive our Fellow-chriſtis 
woull ns, notwithſtanding we may think them in an 
LawWrror ; and ſhould we think that a Hardſhip, who 


vet expect to be accepted of God notwithſtanding 
incereWnany Errors, and Miſtakes, which may cleave to 
Ws? And the beſt and moſt knowing, have Rea- 


Aon to ſuſpect they have many Errors, notwith- 


anding all their Knowledge. Should we inſiſt up- 
n harder Terms with our Brethren, of admitting 
ies ey them as Fellow-members of the Church of Chriſt, 
| to han we expect God will inſiſt on with us, o ad- 


forbianitting us into Heaven ? And can we think that 
 ſhoulWopur obeying a plain Law of Chriſt, in receiving 


make u rhom he receives, will make us Partakers of o- 
her Men's Errors or Sins? IT have ſaid enough to 
ences Wprove that the Apoſtle's Exhortation reacheth us, 


in tend is applicable to our Circumſtances, and there- 


, whiiWore, Dear Brethren, let us be exhorted to Jay afide 


Chi Shyneſs and Diſtance, and to receive one another 


nto our fincereſt Love and Friendſhip, and to joyn to- 
ether, as we have Opportunity, in the Worſhip of God, 
to pfad in all the Inſtitutions of our Religion, to our mutual 

BE dification and Comfort. 5 5 
Ix the 2d place, if this Exhortation teach us 
ur Duty, it is neceſſary in Order to our per- 
of otorming it, that we obſerve the Rules which the 
e \poſtle here lays down. Let us therefore receive 
here ne another without making 2 Difference upon the 
5 ccount of our different Sentiments, or making 


were hem Matter of Diſpute and Contenrion ; if we 


by calm and fair Reaſoning, either of us, 
D con- 


| 
| 
' 
} 
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convince the other, let us do it in the Spirit of 


to bear it. 


lies; but are to determine the beſt we can, eve 


| : rece 
Meekneſs ; but if we find that we cannot reaſon but 
rogerher upon theſe Subjects, with that Calmne WW tian 
and Meekneſs which becometh Chriſtians, and that nels 
our Attempts this way, have rather cooled, than Wrheir 
increaſed Charity, let us let it alone, till, through % 
the Increaſe of Love among us, we are more able 4 
LOS. RS 2 
Wr have not an Apoſtle Infallibly to decide, Nerven 
upon which Side, in our preſent Debates, Truth NPefor 
quali. 
0 ap 


one of us for himſelf, by a careful Study of the 


Holy Scriptures : And doubtleſs every one of us here 
thinks himſelf the ſtrong, or in the Right in theſe Why 
Matters, and thoſe who differ from us, ſo fat No de 


weak, or in an Error; and if even they, who had 


e ee 5 . 
an Apoſtle's Determination in their Favour, might 


hankf 


not inſiſt upon their Brethren's agreeing to their Mud hi 
Sentiments as a Term of Communion, much leſs Woranc 
ought we, who cannot pretend to the like Certain-Mhoſle \ 
ty, impoſe our Sentiments on our Brethren, whoMhiak t 
are as much perſwaded, that they are in the Right, O v 
as we can be, that we are. Let us have Com- Nonter 
paſſion then, one of another, and not urge ourMohilry ; 
Brethren farther than their Conſciences aud Com fterpr. 
viction will allow; in ſo doing we will imitate ell as 
cnt Blefled Saviour, of whom it was propheſy dem, 
1a. xlii. 3. A bruiſed Reed ſpall he not break, ai. 35 
the ſmoking Flax ſhall Fe not cuench. And who fu. deſpi 
- Killed that Prophecy when here upon Earth, treat, to j 
ing the weak, not with Rigour and Severity, but r a$ ur 
with Mercy and Gentleneſs : And we will im e. I; 
rate the Example of God, Exzek. xxxiv. 16. I wil: to 
ſeek that which was loſt, and bring again that whicMould b 
was driven away, and will bind up that which ua Chril 


broken, and will ſtrengthen that which was _ 
os | | 0 = : | n 
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And the Example of the Primitive Chriſtians, who 
t received thoſe that were weak, and had attained 
aſon but to a ſmall Degree of Knowledge of the Chriſ- 
inch tian Religion, and by inſtructing them in Meek- 
that I neſs and Love, ſtrengthned them, and increaſed 
than the ir Knowledge ; of which we have Inſtances in 
ough he xvii, and xix Chapters of the Acts of the ApoFFles, 
able A+» ler us not judge or deſpiſe one another, 
Ne are, all of us, the Servants of another Maſter, 
cide, Neven Jeſus Chriſt, and we muſt all of us appear 
Truth before his awful Tribunal, who is every way 
every qualified to be our Judge, We are endeavouring 
f the Wo approve ourſelyes to him, even in theſe things 


of us Wyherein we differ from one another, and to our 
theſe Nn Maſter we muſt ſtand or fall. It's dangerous 
o fat No deſpiſe one that belongs to Chriſt, though we 
o had nay think him weak, and miſtaken ; let us be 
might Whankful for what Meaſure of Knowlege we have, 
their Ind humble under the Senſe of our remaining Ig- 
hi lels FWorance, and Weakneſs, but let us not deſpiſe 


-rtain-Whoſe who have leſs Knowlege, or whom we may 
Eg 33,5 | EE IE 
Night, Our Lord has expreſly told us, that every 
Com- Nontempt, Indignity, or Neglect, whichqve are 
re out Muilry of towards any of his Diſciples, he will 
| Con-Mpterpret and puniſh, as if done againſt himſelf, as 


ell as reward every kind and good Office done 
em, as if it had been done to himſelf, Matth. 
xv. 35, Oc. And if it be dangerous ſo much as 
p deſpiſe ane of Chriſt's Diſciples, it muſt be more 


treu · , to judge him as out of the Favour of GO D, 
y, but r as unworthy to be received as our Fellow-diſci: 
11 im. e. In the Heat of Contention, People are too 
I wilt to judge raſhly of their Brethren; but we 
t whihMWould beware of it, 'tis invading the Prerogative 
ch ua Chriſt ; Who art thou that judgeſt his Ser- 
5 wed), | | D 2 | vant ? 
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Proof we can give, that we love our Lord Jeſu 


But whoſoſhall offend, that is, deſpiſe or diſcourages 
ect, perſecute, or ſeduce, one of theſe little ones, whid 


in the Depth of the & a. And Matth. vii: 1, 2, 
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ROME 


vant * 1 hope none of us will allow ourſelves in W our 


. 


raſh judging of our Brethren ; every one of us thul ing 
Will ve S 


|. live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly, in the ler 
World, will be accepted alt GOD, notwithſtandò are 
ing of our different Sentiments and Practices u that 
to other things; and this, I hope, all of us a we 
ſincerely endeavouring to do. This is the bel mig! 


Chriſt in Sincerity, and have we not Reaſon t 
believe, and hope this of one another? I would 
recommend to your ſerious Conſideration theſe 
Words of our Saviour, Matth. xviii. 6. And wh 
Hall receive 0neſuchlittle Child in my name, receiveth m 


believe in me, it were better for him that a Milf 
were hanged about his Neck, and that he avere drownl 


Judge not, that ye be not judged, for with wha 
4 ye judge, ye ſhall be judged, and with uli 
leaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you agai 
And why beholdeft thou the Mote that is in thyBrotl 
Eye, but conſidereſt not the Beam that is in thine on 
Eye? There is a near Union between Chriſt an 
his Diſciples, and he has a very tender Love k 
them, and will certainly plead their Cauſe, an 
take up their Quarrel. ; 5 
Bur, though we ought not to judge one ant 
ther, let every one examine and judge himſeſi 
from what Principle he acts, and for what End 


let us take Care that it be not from Pride, ¶ Centi. 


Paſſion, a peeviſh Humour, or a Spirit of Conte be in 
tion. We ought not to judge one another, wit Right 
refpc& to theſe things, becauſe we cannot ent] ſame 
into the Hearts of others, nor know the Spring} fo far 

was ii 


of Action; but it's very neceſſary that we judy 
| | ol 


— ta 1 ; 
ourſelves. We all profeſs tobe ſincerely endeavour 
ing to be accepted of Chriſt our Lord and Maſters. 
jet us take Care that it be ſo; we knoW that we 
are not to live to pleaſe ourſelves, but him, and, 
that when we die, we are accountable to him ; 
we believe that he died, roſe, and revived, that le 
might be Lord both of the Dead and-Living. Let us 
always bear this in Mind, and live as it becomes 
ſuch, let us obey the Apoſtle's Exhortation, Phil. 
2. 3. Let nothing be done through Strife or Vain glory, 


thee but in Lowlineſs of Mind. let each eſteem os her better 
wh tha! themſelves. This too has a great Tendency 
b m to-unite us, and compoſe our Differences. 


Ir is neceſlary likewiſe that we obſerve the 2d. 
Rule here laid down, let us judge this that no man put a 
Stumbling-block, or Occafion to fall in his Brothers way. 
Let us ſhow becoming Tenderneſs, and Compaſ- 
ſion towards one another, and abſtain from thoſe 
things we think Lawful, or Indifferent, rather 
than by our Example, tempt others to do them, 
who have ſcruples as to the Lawfulneſs of them; 
far leſs let us require, and urge them to do things 
full againſt their Conſcience, though we may 
think them Lawful, and Expedient. However 
lawful a thing may be in itſelf, yet tis a fin to 
that Man to do it, who is not convineed of its 
Lawfulneſs. Our being in the Right, or having 
Truth on our fide, as to our Sentiments of thoſe 
Matters, gives us no right to require our Brother 
W to believe, as we believe, or do as we do; the 
Gentile Convert was declared, by the Apoſtle to 
be in the Righr, and yet he had not thereby a 
Right to require the Jewj/h Convert to be of the 
ſame Sentiments, nor to conform to his Practice; 


t ent 
prin} fo far from it, that he was to abſtain from what 
judg was in itfelf Lawful, rather than Offend, or tempt 


the 
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Laſting in any Church. 


the Jeuiſb Chriſtian to ſin againſt his Con- 
- T6 urgeè things that we think Lawful, upon 


our Brethren who ſcruple the Lawfulneſs of them, 
as the terms of Peace, and Communion, is the 
certain way to break Peace, or. endanger their, 
Souls; it breaks Peace and Communion with all 


who” chuſe to obey GOD rather than Man; or 
if our Brethren ſhould be tempted to comply rather 
than break the Churches Peace, it endangers their 
Souls, for whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin, and 
he that doubteth is condemned if he Eat. Let us then 
abſtain even from things we think Lawful, rather 
thin, by doing them, lay any Temptation in our 
Brother's way: And let us not make Oftentation 
of our Perſuaſion of the Lawtulneſs of thoſe things 
but have our Faith to ourſebves before GOD, ſo as 
to have the inward Satisfaction that what we do 


is Lawful, when we take care to do it in ſuch 


* 


auf ene er 

- An let the Worth of an Immortal Soul, and 
the conſideration how dear it is to Chriſt, pre- 
vail with us to obſerve this Rule. Let us like: 
wiſe conſider that it is no hardſhip to abridge our 
ſelves in thoſe Matters, for the Eſſence of the 
Chriſtian Religion does not conſiſt in tliem, and 
therefore they, do not deſerve ſo much Zeal as 1s 
commonly taken up about them. And let the 
example of Jeſus Chriſt who pleaſed not himſeh, 
prevail with us not to pleaſe our own Humouts, 
but let every one pleaſe his Neighbour for his Good to 
Edification. The Obſervation of thoſe Rules would 
yer reſtore our Peace, and they are the Terms, up- 
on which alone, Peace can be Deſirable, and 


IN 


circumſtances, as not to lay a Stumbling-block in 


* 


Con- noe £5 38; 8 
In the 34. place, let us be preyailed ; with to 
obey this Exhortation, and to obſerve theſe Rules, 


hem, Ml from the Argument laid down in the Text. As 


the MW we believe that Chriſt has received us, both the 
their one Party, and the other into his Church, let us 
receive one another; let us make no Diſtinction 
; or Ml where Chriſt has made none, as the end for which - 
ather he has received us, is, that we may Glorify GOD, 
their let us joyn together in anſwering that End. He 

and Nis our Lord and Lawgiver, and therefore we are 
then bound to ſubmit to his Authority; how can we 
ther N pretend to Love him, if we do not Receive whom 
+ our he hath Received? If any Man, ſaith the Apoſtle 
ation Jh, faith, he loveth GOD, and hateth his Brother, 


hing “e Dar, for if he love not his Brother whom he 
ſo a3 Math ſeen, how can he love GOD whom he hath not 
e do len. And how will we be able to anſwer it in 
ſack the day of Judgment, when, our Saviour aſſures 


Ws, he will reſent and puniſh every Indignity and 
front offered to his Diſciples as if it had been 


and Meffered to himſelf ? How can we. pretend to be 
pre- Nis Diſciples if we will neither be determined by 
like: Nis Authority, nor imitate his Example? 
& Out | 3 | t ; 
the Tus Force of all this Reaſoning is, indeed eaſily 

and Wooided, if we will venture to ſay of our Brethren 
as is What Chriſt has not received them. But upon 
the What Foot, or by what Authority will we pro- 
mſelf, Nounce that Sentence; if Conformity to the Ex- 
ours, Wnple and Obedience to the Laws of Jeſus 
0d to hriſt, be the beſt Proof that we can poſſibly 
-ould Nie that we belong to him; dare we ſay of 
„up- ir Brethren, that making allowance for hu- 
and an Weakneſs, they are not giving this Proof? 
In perſuaded that on both ſides we ſee thoſe 
Is lat differ from us in Opinion, of whoſe Inter- 
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ſaid, that choſe of either ſide of the Queſt 


we can produce no Authority from him, it: i 
TuE 


thou haſt 
the Chriſtian Religion gained Ground in the 


Ground, even where it has the countenance aul 
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eſt in the Favour of GOD we have better 
Hopes, than of our own 3 that ie, we fee 
Men of the other ſide of the 'Quieftion more 
Holy and Humble, than we dare think our 
felves to be- Next, by what Authority WI. 
we piſs ſuch a judgment 2: Where has CMH 


ons in Debate among us, are out of his By 
your, and do not belong to his Church? 1 


wy Arrogant, and Preſumptuous in us to pal 
ſuch a Judgment, and very Dangerous td6, us] 
have alr NY y Prov d. * 28 „ 455 +1 


* — 


nE Union of Chriſtians is very much for 
the Honour of GOD, and of dur Redegmei 
our Saviour Prays for it, as a means 40 con- 
vince the World of the truth of Hs Religion 
John xvii. 21. That the World may believe ilu 

ſent me. And ſhould not this prevai 
with us to live in Peace and Unity ? By this 


Primitive Times, when the Powers of this Woll 
were ſet againſt it, and it was every w 
ſpoken againſt. By the unnatural Diviſions and 

tentions among Chriſtians now, it is loſiq 


ſupport of the Civil Magiſtrate, and is the Faſ 
onable Religion. There are loud and juſt Con 
plaints of the Growth of Deiſm, and there i 
no one thing, I believe, it is ſo much owinf 
to, as the Strife and Diviſions among Chriſt 
ans. a > 5 


; Ir is doubtleſs very unjuſt to charge the Fau n 
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it feldom happens that there are not Faults, 
Fach Side eh ok 835 let us 0 
Faults an s to 5 and r | 
85 Pardon. me * | A 
AT us not call our Diviſions by the fa 
ify'd. Name of Zeal, and thereby cover the Ei 

x from the Eyes of the World, and ol 
2 Eyes, there is ſo much of the Corrupti 


| our a appears them, chat it's ; 
5 Tabs Body 1 p 


can plate 245 Religion i 
them; 7 Hah Apol E  Arrriburtes | them to thei 
true Cauſe, . 2 Cor. iii. 3. For whereas there 
among 5 ja Strife, and * Divifin 


fare ye 25 pe \ and walk; as. Men © 


- Secondl ys 21 us in our ſeveral. Stirions en 
deavour to reſtote Pears and Love, ahd tt 
+firengthen E. yet remains; Let us (n 
Reverend Fathers, and Brethren) Who ar 
impfoy 'd in the Miniſtry of che Word, nc 


0 A Fee this ay, 
ner, 0 


"Purity | 1 
AND At y a "Sho. are gh 
from the "ſeverdl June, to joyn in our 


ere of e 
19. 


oy 1 Felke, dad 
Vertue. 
And you, 2 n | 

in the Station of private Chriſtians, 

to lay affde all Shyneſs and Diſtance; to te- 
ho one another, and live in Love and Com- 
mumon, as becomes Chriſtians Let us imitate 
the Example, and pay a a juſt Regard to the 
Authority of Jeſus Chri iſt, in receiving onꝰ ano- 
ther, as Chriſt has ceived to the Glory of 
.GOD. New the GOD of Patience and Conſolati- 
n, grant you to be like minded, one towards ano- 


ther according to Chriſt 22 9%, He * may With 
oe Mind, and one Mouth be Amen. 


; * . 
32 ff A 1 
"> £7 * %:* a T | 
OR. | 20; $55 010 |; 7 
. + 2 * 4 
, 4 "of 9 8 


* £Y . * 2 4 2 
5 Y 
4 2X £7 = 
ww 241 1 „ 
4 5 p Fy 
is * allo * 


- 
* 


* 
2 29 


3 


e078 : | 
goth” bo "olga 51 . 


85 On "4 N 
2 IE Vs Nag 88 ae Gab hs Digg? 


I 14 


1 1 2:19] 0 42170! 2 
u ACA "yt + ATE 


* 95 


1 
2 
1/4 
+ 
* 
— 
1 a 
, © 
7 : 
3 * Þ 
| I 
x 
7 


o = a © 
ens Tb Sion So 


die 7 bak ar DD in RY Ti 
T7 ho _ andthe RE ASO W S0f the Prof againlt th 


ww m*. ; - ; * 
: "_" 1 ® | 
* : Bo — 41 7 - TN # is A. * 7⁵ JL lOl1ſhe 


3 3 1 5 R SONS = 
1 Sc Tpi Ny te 


or any ſuch Tefisof © eee : 
SL ANSIVERS to the Wms r main 4 5 
VVV by Mr. SXMUET Harp 
4 RE A LETTER to the Reyetend Mr. Grit | 
N KENNE DI, occaſioned by ſome perſonal/Rd 
1 gections contained in his ANS E R tO 
f 0 ONT Haliday's Reaſons againſt the Tok BEI Subſer 
AVI | | | tion Ofc. by Mr. HALID A 3 5 
r E ASO Nv S for MODERAT. ION i in the preſe 
r Debates amongſt the Presbyterians. in the Noi 

of Heland. . Mr. * EL DEA. 2 


* Noe 
— 56 3 4 7 ”: —_— "YH 2 
— = ; 8 * = . 
2 ny, * EAT 5 5 


TS 
X* 1 

* 
well” 
9 


Me 5 
> A 


Rs 


